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goraeota op Jama Beaton Article 
favTwit Times, 2 February 19& 


Mr, Beaten has used the correct VC/BAVE req&reaents figure of 


12 tone per day for the current level of fighting. Although be show® 
m awareness that the VC rely on foreign source® for Many of their 
requirement s, it is not dear whether he knows that the 12 tons per day 
is the re<$iirenent for outside logistic support only. It does not, for 
eaoKg^Le, the requirement for food which essentially is sll obtained 


frem within South Vietnam. 

Us are not aware of the source of the 200-ton figure used by 
Hr. Beaton. The highest figure agreed to by the intelligence ccraainity 
Is 165 tw* a day from outside sources for 155 battalions if the level of 

increased to the point where each of the 155 battalions engaged in 
eenhat once in e very 3 days. At one tine the community did accept a figure 
of 150 to 200 tons daily for the cumulative throughput capability of the 
T,y> corridor fear the current dry season. Hr, Bestom 4 **^ have ad. sinterpreted 
t he 200 ton throughput capability figure as a requirements figure. It is 
also unclear what Hr. Beaton mans when he talks about every VC unit being 
"engaged all the time". If this naans that every battalion is engaged In 
ccsfcat every day, this is an assumption that has never even been considered 
fey the in tellige nce cceraunity. Is is correct, however, when he talks about 
the Viet Cong main forces converting to a new weapons system which will 
increase logistic requirements from abroad. 
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